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Hammer's journey leads to unforeseen library
director position

By Josh Arntz

The Dickson Herald

Tamara Hammer has always been an avid library user. When she and her husband Thomas moved to Dickson
from Memphis in 2000, their 13th move in 15 years of marriage, Tamara sought out the local library.

"My daughter is an avid reader, always has been. We couldn't afford to keep her in books," said Tamara. "So
needless to say we found our local library every time we moved."

Ten years after her move to Dickson, Tamara now serves as the full−time Dickson County Public Library
director − a position she assumed two years ago after serving as the library co−director the previous year.

Tamara first became involved with the library, however, as the children's librarian six years ago, after the
director at that time asked if she was interested in the position.

"I had no intentions of staying here this long. This started as a temporary thing," said Tamara, who still fills
the role of children's librarian.

She immediately "loved it."

"To see a child learn how to read or start getting enthused about a book, there's just no other feeling like
that," Tamara said. "It's an awesome feeling."

After the previous full−time library director left, the library board asked Tamara if she'd be the director. She
passed. She did, however, accept an offer to co−direct with Martha Gerdeman. The co−managed until
Gerdeman's retirement two years ago.

They asked again if she would be director.

"The people here are wonderful. They're blessings in my life, so I took the director's position," Tamara said.
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Library's services

Tamara oversees a staff of 13, including four part−time employees.

The library has nearly 29,000 cardholders, of which 3,628 are out−of−county residents.

"If you consider we have a 50,000 population and we have 27,000 cardholders, that's awesome," said
Tamara. "We've grown leaps and bounds. Every year we have just grown."

Among the services − which are all free − available to cardholders, is a Rosetta Stone program, which taught
Spanish as a second language throughout October. Tamara said similar French and Japanese language
programs were also possible.

The library also offers instructional classes with lessons on knitting and using computers. The computer class
is aimed at seniors. Also offered are practices tests for the GED, ACT, and GRE through the Tennessee
Electronic Library.

"We also offer help for anybody who might need some help in math, English, history, whatever they're
studying, through the TEL program," said Tamara. "They can access that through their own computers,
however not everyone has computer access from home. So we have a great computer lab."

The library increased its computer lab from 10 units to 22 units last year, and will receive a new circulation
system through Tennessee Library Corp. early next year. The new system will allow users to both view and
check out the library's offerings online. Cardholders would simply need to create a username and password to
access the online library.

Other offerings include a large selection of large−print publications, reference materials that can be checked
out, a variety of Christian author materials and Western novels, audio books, including books on cassettes, a
large collection of DVDs and VHS tapes, which you can check−out for a week, and inter−library loan
services.

"If we don't have it here, we'll find it for you," said Tamara.

The library also has a reading room complete with over 100 different magazine and newspaper subscriptions,
along with several study areas where patrons can access free wireless Internet.

"We have a wonderful genealogy lab," Tamara said. "We have people from all over the country coming here
to do research."

Tamara said cardholders can access Ancestry.com and Heritage Quest through TEL in the genealogy lab.

"Heritage Quest is not cheap for anyone if they want to get on," said Tamara. "It's only installed on that one
computer in the genealogy lab."

The lab also includes thousands of microfilm with newspaper articles, several reference materials and old
yearbooks.

Journey to Dickson

Tamara's family is originally from the Kentucky/Tennessee area, but she grew up in St. Louis. Tamara met
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her husband in St. Louis, and they moved frequently after marrying because of Thomas' job. After stays in
Illinois, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas and Memphis, Tamara advised her husband that their move to
Dickson was her final relocation.

"On our 15th wedding anniversary we moved to Dickson and I said I'm done. I can't do it any more," said
Tamara. "My parents lived in Nashville at the time and I wanted to be close to them."

The Hammers, along with Tamara's parents and one of her siblings, purchased a farm together in the
Mayfield Road area and divided into threes. The Hammers then built their home.

"Dickson County is my Mayberry," said Tamara. "You have the closeness of everything, and yet at the same
you have the down to earth home people. It's a wonderful place to live."

In addition to her husband, Tamara's family includes an older daughter, Abigail Hammer, who graduated
from the University of Tennessee in 2010 with a double major in English and history, and a younger son,
Matthew Hammer, who's leaving for the Navy in February. Tamara also has a grandchild, Rileigh.
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