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Flood victims remember, rebuild

By Josh Arntz

The Dickson Herald

Editor's note: The one−year anniversary of the Flood of 2010 was May 1−2. This is the first in a series as
The Herald takes a look back at the flood and its effect on Dickson County over the last 12 months.

Friday, April 30, 2010, forecasters called for a rainy weekend.

The clouds opened up that night, and over the next two days more rain fell in Middle and West Tennessee
than when Hurricane Katrina made landfall in 2005.

A year later it's raining − again. The National Weather Service estimated 6−8 inches fell in the county
between April 25−27. Nothing like last year's historic flood, where the county recorded between 8−20 inches
of rain, but enough to rekindle memories of that fateful May weekend.

Over the past year, the May flood victims persevered through the devastation with bountiful help from
neighbors, volunteers and complete strangers. Some have returned to their homes, and others are still waiting
to rebuild.

But as the rain continued to fall April 27 afternoon, those living by the waters that drove them away last May
were keeping an eye to the sky, with memories of a weekend that started with a rainy forecast.

"I'm pretty gun−shy now, because they're saying (the Cumberland River) is going to be a foot above flood
stage," said Mike Klaiber, who lives by the river.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers expected the Cumberland River's headwater (above the Cheatham Dam)
to crest at 392 feet above sea level − seven feet above the 385−foot normal pooling depth − during last week's
rains. Flood level.

Last May, the river's headwater measured 404.15 feet above sea level, as the skies thoroughly drenched
Middle and West Tennessee May 1−2.

NWS recorded the heaviest rainfall "in a swath" across Davidson, Williamson, Dickson, Hickman, Benton,
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Perry and Humphreys counties, where an average of 14 to 15 inches of rain fell equivalent to 420 billion
gallons of water in just two days.

The southeastern corner of Dickson County measured between 14−20 inches of rain, while most of county
saw between 8−10 inches.

NWS noted 15 observation sites statewide with rainfall measurements exceeding the maximum observed
rainfall associated with the Hurricane Katrina landfall.

"I'm praying it doesn't do it again," said Klaiber, who also battled several health complications while
rebuilding. "It would be my last bout. I don't think I could go through it again."

The victims

The May flood inundated roads, cars and homes, even lifting structures off their foundations. County schools
were closed the Monday and Tuesday following. Schools were closed April 27 last week, after the Tuesday
night storms.

Frank Owen has lived on Sauger Drive, 350 feet from the Cumberland River, for 23 years. He and his spouse
Pamela were at home when the river began flooding, and began moving their possessions to their home's
second floor.

"We had a flood (in the mid−1990s) that got about two feet high on the ground floor," recalled Owen. "So we
got all the things we could upstairs. It got to the fourth step to the upstairs and we got a little nervous."

Owen said they were prepared to ride out the flood, but knew they were in trouble as he watched the river rise
a foot a minute after the upstream dams were opened.

"We had four feet in the upstairs," said Owen. "The rescue squad and fire department came down, got a boat
and got us and our dogs out.

"I'm sitting here looking at survivors that road it out," he added. "My fish tank − I had gold fish upstairs on a
stand and it got a little over half way to their fish tank."

Klaiber and his spouse Rita evacuated from their Mouth of Johnson Creek home on the Cumberland at 11:30
a.m. Sunday. The floodwaters had already crept up to their patio.

"All of our friends were calling saying the roads were going to be blocked," said Mike. "Then I came back
that evening and it was still like three feet from being in the house; sun was shining, no rain, and I thought I
had dodged a bullet."

Once the upstream dams were opened his home filled with five feet of water.

"So we lost everything. We didn't have flood insurance," explained Mike, who's resided on Mouth of Johnson
Creek Road for four years. "It had never been over the bank since I'd been here, and I never dreamed it would
flood. I really didn't."

He said everyone on his road near the river was flooded, except for three homes.

"Something that always comes back to my mind, even though we thought the house might get flooded," Mike
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added, "before we left my wife cleaned our house up spic−n−span, and it flooded. I still think about how hard
she worked that morning before she would leave."

One year later the Klaibers have rebuilt and returned to their home. The Owens, however, reside in a
20−by−30−foot shed next to the remains of their flooded home, still waiting to rebuild.
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