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Landmarks leave lasting legacy in Charlotte

Editor's note: This is the second article in a series on the
African−American community in Charlotte.

By Josh Arntz

The Dickson Herald

Throughout the years, the Corlew family has raised livestock and planted crops and gardens on their property
along Dotson Street − the property that they have maintained for Queene Corlew for over 100 years.

"When it was being used way back during the time before I was born, they planted food on it and there were
other families that lived on the property as well," said Melvin Corlew, a descendant of Queene. "They would
go out and do the crops and work the fields and plant the vegetables and things like that."

As the years have passed, Melvin explained that his family got out of the agriculture business, but they
continue to foster a sense of pride in maintaining Queene's land.

Similar to the Corlews, African−Americans in Charlotte continue to maintain the community's landmarks that
have stood the test of time.

Places to gather

One of Charlotte's oldest institutions is the McGavock Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church on
Dotson Street. The original church building was erected in 1898 in the former Celeste Heights area.

The church relocated to Dotson Street in 1950, where members of the congregation built the church's present
structure.

"It's just a quiet little country church and that's all I can say," said Elaine Primm Haggins, of Charlotte. "I
have always has been a member and probably always will be. This is home to me."

At one time, the church lacked a preacher and only offered services. But a visiting pastor, Bishop P.J.
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McGavock was asked to speak during a service, and he so moved the crowd that they named the church for
him.

"He had them screaming and hollering and crying," said Haggins. "So they asked his name and used it for the
church."

Today, Rev. Jeffery Norfleet Sr. serves as pastor for the church's 56 families and individuals. The
congregation is also adding on to their building, with a pastor's office and a study area for Sunday school
being erected behind the church.

Another Charlotte landmark is the Free and Accepted Mason's Prince Hall on Picnic Street. The hall, which
was home to Cedar Grove School until 1965, serves as the meeting place for the Order of the Eastern Star
White Lily Chapter No. 42, and F&amp;AM Lone Star Lodge No. 15.

"The Eastern Star is an organization for women," said Haggins, a member of the local chapter. "Everything
we do is based on the Bible. We want to help God's light shine, and so we help widows, orphans and
homeless people. We do whatever God wants us to do, and the same with the Masonic lodge."

Haggins noted that the Masons used to meet in a two−story building located on the corner of Corlew and
Dotson streets, before they moved into the old Cedar Grove School in the late 1960s.

Gone but not forgotten

The Shell gas station, at the corner of Highway 48 and Todd Street, was the former home of Earl Emerson's
barbecue restaurant.

"People would meet there once a year and cook a whole hog and make dinner plates with beans and potato
salad and cakes and pies," said Haggins. "They would sell out in no time."

Haggins also recalled the old Baiten Store, which closed in the late 1960s, formerly located at the current
Charlotte Hardware.

"All of the black folks did their trading with the owner," said Haggins. "It was a grocery store. That's where
you'd go for your flour, sugar and milk."

Haggins noted that the current H.R. Lovell Gallery on Court Square used to be Miss Bernadine's store, which
closed a few years ago.

"We would walk all the way from the top of the hill to buy 2−3 pounds of bologna, because it was the best
bologna there was," said Haggins. "She knew we were coming, so she'd give us a pop. So it was nothing to
walk that hill to get that pop.

"We walked that hill so much," she added.

Rocky Barriers

One of the town's landmarks is a reminder of a segregated past. An old rock wall divides whites from blacks
buried in the Charlotte Cemetery. The whites are buried at the bottom of the hill, in a well−kept lot. The
blacks are buried on the hillside next to the white section.
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Nevertheless, Mother Nature is breaking down the rock barrier, with parts of the wall slowly decaying and
falling apart. As Haggins noted, the good Lord is taking care of that wall.

Serina Gilbert, a Charlotte resident and historian, explained that the blocks surrounding Charlotte Square
were laid by a former slave.

"You'll see those blocks that are laid around the square, and also on Highway 48, when you make that turn
from Highway 49, where the cemetery is," said Gilbert. "These blocks were laid by Ben Overton.

"You see them throughout Charlotte, because even leaving the courthouse and going up by the Baptist
church, you see more of those blocks," she added. "That is history that I learned when I was in elementary
school in Charlotte."
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